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The 2026 midterm elections are taking place in an increasingly complex and fraught
environment for election administration. In addition to the traditional operational demands of
conducting secure, accessible, and accurate elections, election officials are facing new and
evolving challenges: potential interference from multiple actors including the federal
government, the potential for increased voter intimidation, increased digital or physical security
concerns, increased misinformation, and more.

As part of preparing for effective election administration, election officials should consult
in advance with their counsel (such as the municipal, city, or county attorney)
about these threats, and if appropriate, consider whether to engage outside legal
counsel. Given the high likelihood that any legal issues emerging during the election period
will be fast-moving, consider beginning the process now of engaging outside legal
counsel, if that is your jurisdiction’s preferred approach.

This 2026 Election Official Preparedness Compilation is intended to serve as a centralized
collection of available resources developed by nonpartisan nonprofit organizations and election
experts. The resources are organized by topic to help election officials quickly identify guidance
relevant to their needs, including:

Cross-cutting resources;

General election preparedness;
Election interference resources;
Certification resources;

Threats, harassment, and staff safety;
Artificial intelligence and cybersecurity;
Communications resources; and,
Resources for other officials.

This guide does not provide legal advice and should not be relied upon as a substitute for
advice from legal counsel regarding any particular situation. Receipt of this information does
not create an attorney-client relationship. Links to external websites are provided for
informational purposes only. Democracy Forward Foundation does not endorse, control, or
guarantee the accuracy or completeness of information on linked sites, and accepts no
responsibility for their content.
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Resources
Cross-Cutting Resource Hubs

CEIR Resources (The Center for Election Innovation & Research)

Election Administration Resource Hub (National Association of Counties)
Election Center (National Association of Election Officials)

Election Protection Hub (Public Rights Project)

Resource Library (Election Security Exchange)

Resource Page (Committee for Safe and Secure Elections)

Resources for Election Officials (All Voting Is Local)

Resources for State and Local Election Officials (Brennan Center)

State Laws Prohibiting Private Funding of Elections (National Conference of State
Legislatures)

2026 Midterm Elections Resources Hub (States United Democracy Center)

General Election Preparedness for Elections Officials

Clearinghouse Resources for Election Officials (U.S. Election Assistance Commission)
CORE Plavbook: Continuity & Operational Readiness for Elections (National Civic
League)

Election Administration Reports (National Association of Secretaries of State)

Election Administration at State and Local Levels (National Conference of State
Legislatures)

Elections Are Run by the States: A Guide to Statewide Offices and Election Power (States
Un1ted Democracy Center)

Emergency Management Collaboratlon (Center for Tech and Civic Llfe)

Guide Helps Election Officials Handle Intense Job Stress (The Carter Center)

State Certification Guidelines, including a general state guide and guides for several key
states: Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, and
Wisconsin (All Voting is Local, Brennan Center, Campaign Legal Center, and Protect
Democracy)

State Elections Legislation Database (National Conference of State Legislatures)
Training for Election Officials: A 50-State Analysis (Bipartisan Policy Center)

Verified Voting Tools, includes interactive tools and databases that analyze and explain
voting equipment usage, relevant laws, and more (Verified Voting)

60-Minute Toolkit for Emergency Readiness (The Elections Group)

Certification Resources

Certification and Non-Discretion: A Guide to Protecting the 2024 Election (Stanford
Law)

Election Certification Processes and Guardrails (All Voting is Local, Brennan Center,
Campaign Legal Center, and Protect Democracy)

Election Interference Resources

Cross-Cutting Resources


https://electioninnovation.org/research/
https://www.naco.org/resource/election-administration-resource-hub
https://electioncenter.org/
https://www.publicrightsproject.org/hubs-resources/election-protection-hub/
https://securingelections.org/resource-library/
https://safeelections.org/resources/
https://allvotingislocal.org/resources-for-election-officials/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/resources-state-and-local-election-officials?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/prohibiting-private-funding-of-elections
https://statesunited.org/resources/2026-midterm-elections-resource-hub/
https://www.eac.gov/election-officials
https://electionsemergencyplaybook.com/
https://www.nass.org/member-resources/election-administration-reports
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/election-administration-at-state-and-local-levels
https://statesunited.org/resources/election-powers-2026/
https://www.techandciviclife.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Fostering-Resilient-Elections-FINAL.pdf
https://www.techandciviclife.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Fostering-Resilient-Elections-FINAL.pdf
https://www.cartercenter.org/stories/guide-helps-election-officials-handle-intense-job-stress/
https://allvotingislocal.org/state-certification-guidelines-and-protections-for-the-process/
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/state-election-legislation-database
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/report/training-for-election-officials-50-state-analysis/
https://verifiedvoting.org/tools/
https://electionsgroup.com/resource/60-minute-toolkit-for-emergency-readiness/
https://law.stanford.edu/publications/certification-and-non-discretion-a-guide-to-protecting-the-2024-election/
https://campaignlegal.org/sites/default/files/2026-08/2026%20General%20Certification%20Guide_Final.pdf
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e State Election Law Interference Handbooks for Arizona, Michigan, Nevada, North
Carolina, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin (Brennan Center)

e 2026 Election Risk Heat Map (Voting Rights Lab)

Federal Role & Potential Federal Interference
e Preparing for Federal Election Interference — Toolkit for Local Elected Officials (Public

Rights Project)
e FElection Administration: A Guide to State and Federal Authority (Office of the Secretary

of State and Office of the Attorney General, Washington State)

DOJ Election Monitor Partner Primer (Campaign Legal Center)

Election Observers Rules and Constraints (Brennan Center)

U.S. Department of Justice Election Monitors One-Pager (Campaign Legal Center)
Th nd Local Role in Election Administration: Duties and Str I
(Congressional Research Service)

Search Warrants for Election Materials (Berkeley Law)

Judicial Guide to Search Warrants Seeking Election Materials (UCLA Law)

Law Enforcement & Military

e Encountering Law Enforcement and Military Troops (ACLU)

e Early Warning Advisory: Assessing the Risk of Federal Immigration Agent Deployments
to Polls (Bridging Divides Initiative at Princeton University)
Federal Agents at the Polls (ACLU)

Policy Spotlight: Five Approaches To Actually Secure U.S. Elections (Movement
Advancement Project)

e Preparing for Federal Interference in the 2026 Midterms (Brennan Center and Protect
Democracy)
Preventing Voter Intimidation by Federal Agents at the Polls (Brennan Center)
Recording and Documenting Police and Federal Agents (ACLU)

Voting Equipment and Data
e Requests for Access to Election Data and Equipment Require Balancing Risks and Public
Access (Brennan Center)
e Tracker of Justice Department Requests for Voter Information (Brennan Center)

Officials and Poll Workers
e [Election Official Legal Defense Network (Election Official Legal Defense Network)
e Poll Worker Rules and Constraints (Brennan Center)

Threats, Harassment, and Staff Safety Resources

De-Escalation: A Toolkit for Election Officials (States United Democracy Center)
De-Escalation Posters and Pocket Guides (The Elections Group)

De-Escalation Training Materials (The Elections Group)

Digital Security Best Practices (Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights)
Laws Protecting Election Officials Against Threats (Movement Advancement Project)



https://www.brennancenter.org/series/state-election-law-interference-handbooks
https://votingrightslab.org/election-risk-heat-map/
https://www.publicrightsproject.org/wp-content/uploads/Local-electeds-toolkit-preparing-for-federal-election-interference-2026.pdf
https://agportal-s3bucket.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/uploadedfiles/ElectionAdminAuthorityBooklet_2026_web.pdf?VersionId=mSU9E69YBBRFlU7Y3cee_mGEKsq3o6S4
https://campaignlegal.org/sites/default/files/2026-07/DOJ%20Monitors%20Partner%20Primer%20-%20GENERAL.pdf
https://www.brennancenter.org/series/election-observers-rules-and-constraints
https://campaignlegal.org/sites/default/files/2026-07/DOJ%20Election%20Monitors%2C%20One-Pager%20Primer.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/R45549
https://www.law.berkeley.edu/research/edley-center-on-law-and-democracy/election-law-information-resources/
https://law.ucla.edu/sites/default/files/PDFs/Safeguarding_Democracy/Judicial_Guide_to_Search_Warrants.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/encountering-law-enforcement-and-military-troops
https://bridgingdivides.princeton.edu/sites/g/files/toruqf6646/files/documents/BDI_Early%20Warning%20Advisory_Immigration%20Deployments%20to%20Polls_June2026.pdf.pdf
https://bridgingdivides.princeton.edu/sites/g/files/toruqf6646/files/documents/BDI_Early%20Warning%20Advisory_Immigration%20Deployments%20to%20Polls_June2026.pdf.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/federal-agents-at-the-polls
https://mapresearch.org/report/policy-spotlight-five-approaches-to-actually-secure-u-s-elections/
https://protectdemocracy.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Advocates-Election-Explainer_2026.pdf
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/preventing-voter-intimidation-federal-agents-polls
https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/recording-and-documenting-police-and-federal-agents
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/requests-access-election-data-and-equipment-require-balancing-risks-and
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/requests-access-election-data-and-equipment-require-balancing-risks-and
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/tracker-justice-department-requests-voter-information
https://eoldn.org/
https://www.brennancenter.org/series/poll-worker-rules-and-constraints
https://statesunited.org/resources/deescalation-toolkit/
https://electionsgroup.com/resource/de-escalation/
https://electionsgroup.com/resource/de-escalation-resources-for-election-workers/
https://civilrights.org/digital-security-best-practices/
https://mapresearch.org/democracy-map/laws-protecting-election-officials-against-threats/
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Laws Protecting Voters and Election Workers from Intimidation (Brennan Center)
Protecting Election Workers and Officials From Threats and Harassment During the

Midterms (Center for American Progress)

State Laws Providing Protection for Election Officials and Staff (National Conference of
State Legislators)

Threats to Election Officials: Informational Guide for Law Enforcement (States United
Democracy Center)

Toolkit: Countering Threats to Local Officials During the 2026 Election Season (Bridging
Divides Initiative at Princeton University)

Understanding Threats and Harassment (Bridging Divides Initiative at Princeton
University)

Artificial Intelligence, Digital Security, and Elections Resources

Al + Elections Clinic, education for election officials on the application of Al to election
systems (Arizona State University)
Digital Security Best Practices (Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights)

Election Cyber Incident Communications Coordination Guide (Harvard Kennedy School)
Election Cyber Incident Communications Plan Template (Harvard Kennedy School)

Cvbersecurity Toolkit and Resources to Protect Elections (Cybersecurity & Infrastructure
Security Agency)

enerative Artificial Intelligence for Election Administrators: An Introduction (The
Elections Group)

How Election Officials Can Identify, Prepare for, and Respond to Al Threats (Brennan

Center)

Results From Tabletop Exermses in Flve States Durmg the 2024 Electlon (Blpartlsan
Policy Center)

The State and Local Election Cybersecurity Playbook (Harvard Kennedy School)

Communications Resources

Crisis Communications Intake Response Forms (The Elections Group)

Election Communications Toolkit (National Association of State Elections Directors)
What’s Breaking Through (States United Democracy Center)

Reporting on Threats and Harassment Targeting Public Officials (Protect Democracy)

Bridging Divides: Recultivating Election Security and Trust (Institute for Responsive
Government)

Resources for Other Officials

Election Security and Safety — Information for Mayors and Other City Officials (The
United States Conference of Mayors)

How Local Leaders Can Strengthen Democracy by Supporting Election Administration
Staff (National League of Cities)

Keeping Elections Safe in Your Community: A Law Enforcement Quick Reference Guide
(The Elections Group)



https://www.brennancenter.org/series/laws-protecting-voters-and-election-workers-intimidation
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/protecting-election-workers-and-officials-from-threats-and-harassment-during-the-midterms/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/protecting-election-workers-and-officials-from-threats-and-harassment-during-the-midterms/
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/state-laws-providing-protection-for-election-officials-and-staff
https://statesunited.org/resources/threats-to-election-officials-leguide/
https://bridgingdivides.princeton.edu/updates/2026/toolkit-countering-threats-local-officials-during-2026-election-season
https://bridgingdivides.princeton.edu/UnderstandingThreats
https://modl.spa.asu.edu/skills-hub
https://civilrights.org/digital-security-best-practices/
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/election-cyber-incident-communications-coordination-guide
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/election-cyber-incident-communications-plan-template
https://www.cisa.gov/cybersecurity-toolkit-and-resources-protect-elections
https://electionsgroup.com/resource/generative-artificial-intelligence-for-election-administrators-an-introduction/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/how-election-officials-can-identify-prepare-and-respond-ai-threats
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Preparing-for-Artificial-Intelligence-and-Other-Challenges-to-Election-Administration.pdf
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Preparing-for-Artificial-Intelligence-and-Other-Challenges-to-Election-Administration.pdf
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/state-and-local-election-cybersecurity-playbook
https://electionsgroup.com/resource/crisis-comms-intake-response/
https://www.nased.org/electioncommstoolkit
https://statesunited.org/breaking-through/
https://protectdemocracy.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Final_PV-Guide-Threats-Harassment.pdf
https://responsivegov.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Bridging-Divides-Final.pdf
https://www.usmayors.org/issues/election-security-and-safety/
https://www.nlc.org/article/2025/11/03/how-local-leaders-can-strengthen-democracy-by-supporting-election-administration-staff/
https://www.nlc.org/article/2025/11/03/how-local-leaders-can-strengthen-democracy-by-supporting-election-administration-staff/
https://electionsgroup.com/resource/keeping-elections-safe-in-your-community-a-law-enforcement-quick-reference-guide/
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e DProgressive State Leaders Committee Election Integrity Playbook, for Attorneys General
Offices (Progressive State Leaders Committee)


https://pslc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/PSLC-Election-Integrity-Playbook-2026.pdf

